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Vibrant strokes 
of ink-like colour
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Derwent Inktense is unique. Dry it delivers pure vibrant colour but when 
completely washed out it is transformed into a translucent ink-like paint. The 
paint, when dry, is permanent and can be worked over. 

These new chunky Derwent Inktense Blocks bring a whole new colourful and 
exciting dimension to drawing and painting.  They are extremely versatile and can 
be used wet or dry, on their own or with other media. They are also perfect for 
creating fine lines or broad strokes of colour. 

They combine beautifully with the Derwent Inktense Pencils and Outliner which 
are perfect for very fine detail and outlines. The non-soluble outliner pencil is 
particularly useful as it allows you to draw outlines that are permanent, even when 
water is applied.

The blocks are ideal for loose, expressive landscapes and colourful still life. They 
can also be used on fabric to create stunning silk paintings and quilts.

To help artists get as much enjoyment and creativity out of the new Inktense 
Blocks as possible Derwent has put together an ingenious range of 
complementary accessories...

The Grate ‘n’ Shake allows you to create paint 
and mix new colours in three easy steps. Add 
water into the container, grate the Inktense Block 
into the water and then shake the container to 
mix the pigments.  

Holding the Inktense block and dipping it into 
water can get a bit messy! The Derwent Grippers 
are the perfect way to keep the block secure and 
your hands clean. 

Derwent Inktense Blocks are available in 24 
jewel-like colours either individually or in 
assortments of 12 & 24.

Derwent Grippers
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Dip the block into water and 
apply directly to the paper. 
Use a wet paintbrush in a 
flicking action to create 
this effect.

Use Inktense Blocks on 
the edge for more 
detailed work.

Use the block as a pan of 
paint by lifting the colour 
off with a wet paintbrush 
and then apply to your 
drawing.

Create paint by 
dissolving the blocks in 
water using the Grate ‘n’ 
Shake. Take the paint and 
apply using a paintbrush. 
Leave more paint in some 
areas and allow to dry to 
create this cloud effect.

Grate ‘n’ Shake

Please note that the contents may be 
substituted at any time with a product equal or 
superior to that specified. Colours shown are a 
representation only and may not be accurate.  

Colour Range
0100 Sherbet Lemon

0200 Sun Yellow

0300 Tangerine

0400 Poppy Red

0500 Chilli Red

0600 Shiraz

0700 Fuchsia

0800 Violet

0900 Iris Blue

1000 Bright Blue

1100 Deep Indigo

1200 Sea Blue

1300 Teal Green

1320 Ionian Green

1400 Apple Green

1500 Field Green

1600 Leaf Green

1700 Mustard

1800 Baked Earth

1900 Willow

2000 Bark

2100 Charcoal Grey

2200 Ink Black

2300 Antique White 



Using Inktense for rubber stamping:
• Create an Inktense paint using 
   your blocks and a Grate ‘n’ 
   Shake.
• Using a paintbrush apply this 
   paint to the surface of your 
   rubber stamp.
• Press the stamp down firmly onto 
   the paper and then remove to 
   reveal the stamped image.
• You can also use your Inktense 
   Pencils to colour in the gaps created by a stamp.

Using Inktense for Decoupage:
• On separate pieces of paper 
   duplicate an image a number 
   of times and layer on top of each 
   other using glue to create a 
   3D effect.
• The first image should be much 
   bigger than the last image to 
   achieve the required effect.
• Inktense can be used to create 
   your images and will not smudge if used with glue.

Using Inktense with masking fluid:
• Inktense Blocks are perfect 
   for covering large areas 
   quickly.
• Draw your desired design 
   onto your paper.
• Apply the masking fluid inside 
   the outline; a paper stump 
   is a good tool for this task.
• Using your Inktense Blocks and a Grate ‘n’ Shake, create 
   Inktense paint.
• Once the masking fluid has dried, cover your background 
   with the Inktense paint.
• Leave this to dry and, if happy with your background, peel 
   the masking fluid off to reveal a white outline of 
   your drawing.
• Finish your drawing as required.

Using Inktense on silk:
There are a variety of ways to transfer the colour:
• Wet the silk and use a dry pencil or edge of a block 
   to draw directly onto the surface.
• Lift the colour from 
   the pencil tip or  
   block with a wet 
   brush and apply 
   directly onto the dry 
   silk surface.
• Use Inktense Blocks 
   and a Grate ‘n’ 
   Shake to create 
   Inktense paint. This   
   paint can then be 
   applied directly onto the fabric with a paint brush.
• Once dry, Inktense is permanent so there is no 
   requirement for ironing or further fixing.
• The silk can be washed at a low temperature if required.

TIP:  Use gutta for your outlines to stop bleed.

Using Inktense on other fabric:
• Draw your outline onto your fabric.
• Create an Inktense paint using Inktense Blocks and a 
   Grate ‘n’ Shake.
• To help the colour take 
   to the fabric use a textile 
   medium.
• Paint the textile medium 
   into the area required, 
   the area needs to be  
   damp but not too wet.
• Take the Inktense ‘paint’ 
   and apply this to the 
   fabric using a paintbrush. 
• Once dry, Inktense is 
   permanent, so there is no requirement for ironing or 
   further fixing.
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Did you know that you can use 
Inktense Pencils and Blocks on silk, 
other fabrics and in a variety of 
craft projects?
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